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ENGLISH Placement Test
Name:       Date:      
This short test will help your trainer start your course at the right level. It begins with easy questions and gets more difficult as it progresses.
Take your time. If you come to a point in Part A where you are only guessing, then move on to Part B. Please be sure to write a couple of sentences under Part B if you can. Thank you :)
Part A

1. Put am, is, are, ’m, ’s, ’re, ’m not, isn’t, or aren’t in the gaps:
What       your name?

(a) Klaus. What       yours?

(b) Dennis.

(c)       you from England?

(d) No, I       . I       from America. Where       you from?

(e) I       from Germany.

(f)       Hilda and Helmut from Germany too?

(g) No, they       . They       from Austria. Where in America       you from?

(h) Newark.

(i)       that in New York?

(j) No, it      . It       in New Jersey.

2. Change the following into questions:

Example: He’s an engineer.
Is he an engineer?
(k) They’re building a new factory.
     
(l) I’ll answer the phone. 
     
(m) She’s Spanish.
     
(n) She can speak Spanish.
     
(o) They’re in the next office.
     
(p) I’m right.
     
3. Make the following negative:

Example: I can ski.
I can’t ski.
(q) I’m an engineer. 


     


(r) We make cars. 


     

He works for BMW. 
 
     

(s) We made a profit last year. 
     
4. Write the contracted words (’d or ’s) in full (had, would, is or has)

(t) He’s got a motorbike.




     
(u) When I met the new manager last week, 
I remembered that I’d met him before.

     
(v) She’s British.






     
(w) I’d love a cup of coffee.




     
(x) He’s already arrived. 




     
(y) He’s already here.





     
(z) After I’d been waiting 45 minutes, the bus finally arrived. 










     
(aa) I’d have walked, ... 




     
(ab) ... if I’d known the bus was going to be late. 
     
Rearrange the words to form sentences. Some of them are questions. Change small letters to large letters where you need to:

(a) mr / to / gave / the / he / report / williams
 
     
(b) to / he / late / has / work
     
(c) am / you / meet / I / pleased / to
     
(d) jones / you / do / mr / know / ?
     
Select the correct phrase:

(a)  “They have a large stake in the company.”
“     ”
 FORMCHECKBOX 

What means stake?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  What does stake mean?


 FORMCHECKBOX 

What stake means?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

What do stake means?

	(b) 
	(c) 
	(d) 
	(e) 
	(f) 
	(g) 
	(h) 
	(i) 


(b) “Whose office is this?”
“     ”

 FORMCHECKBOX 

It’s Fred’s office.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  It’s the office from Fred.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

It’s the office of Fred.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  It’s Fred his office.

(c) He knows the company very      .

 FORMCHECKBOX 

goodly.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

better
 FORMCHECKBOX 

good
 FORMCHECKBOX 

well 

(d) John       at university.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

studying engineering
 FORMCHECKBOX 

learns engineer
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  is studying engineering
 FORMCHECKBOX 

is learning engineer

(e) Shall we       next Friday?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

meet us     FORMCHECKBOX 
 see ourselves
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 meet
   FORMCHECKBOX 

see us

(f) “I don’t stay in a hotel when I visit London.”
“     .”

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I stay by my parents’ place.    FORMCHECKBOX 
  I stay with my parents’ place.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I stay at my parents’.               FORMCHECKBOX 
  I stay by my parents.

(g) “Who wrote this?”
“     ”

 FORMCHECKBOX 

It’s of Charles Dickens.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

It’s from Charles Dickens.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

It’s by Charles Dickens.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

It’s to Charles Dickens.

5. Use your own words to complete the conversation.

A
“White Cliff Electronics.”

B
“     Mr Jones please?”

A
“     ?”

B
“James Courtney”

A
“
     ?”

B
“Of course, that’s C-O-U-R-T-N-E-Y”

A
“Thank you Mr Courtney,     . 

B
“Thank you.” 

6. Choose the correct form

	(a) Would you mind      ?
	wait?
	to wait?
	waiting?

	(b) I let him       what he was doing.
	finish
	to finish
	finishing

	(c) I enjoy      to music.
	listen
	to listen
	listening

	(d) He wanted      to the manager.
	speak
	to speak
	speaking

	(e) He made me       how important it was.
	understand
	to understand
	understanding

	(f) I asked him       the price list.
	fax
	to fax
	faxing

	(g) Did you finish       the report?
	write
	to write
	writing


7. Select the best response:

(a) How do you do?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Very well thank you.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

George Smith.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

How do you do?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Fine thanks

(b) Do you like coffee?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No thanks.
                 FORMCHECKBOX 
     Yes please, I’d love one.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes, I love it.
                 FORMCHECKBOX 
     White please.
(c) How’s John?

(d)  FORMCHECKBOX 

He’s very tall.
              FORMCHECKBOX 
     He’s fine.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

He’s very friendly.         FORMCHECKBOX 
     He’s tall and friendly.
(e) What’s John like?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

He’s not very well.           FORMCHECKBOX 
     He’s a quiet person.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Football and Cricket.       FORMCHECKBOX 
     Fine thanks.
(f) How long have you lived in London?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Since ten years.              FORMCHECKBOX 
     From 1986 to 1996.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ten years ago.
               FORMCHECKBOX 
     I don’t live in London.

Read the following text and answer the questions:

Tony has worked for the bank for seven years. He used to be a computer programmer. He works in the IT department. He is in charge of the hotline. The people who work there receive reports regarding IT emergencies. If possible, they handle the problems by giving instructions and advice over the phone. If they cannot handle a problem over the phone, they send a technician to deal with it on-site. He is looking for more staff; his department is expanding rapidly.

Are these statements true or false?

	
	(
True
	(
False

	(a) Tony left the bank seven years ago.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(b) Tony works for the bank now.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(c) Tony is used to computer programming.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The correct answer for 
“What does Tony do?” is ... 
	
	

	(d) “He’s looking for more staff.”
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(e) “He is head of the IT department’s Hot-Line.”
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(f) “He is a computer programmer”
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(g) “He reports IT problems on the telephone.”
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Use the text to write questions for these answers:

(a)      ?
Seven years.

(b)      ?
No, but he used to be.

(c)      ?
They receive reports of IT problems on the telephone.

(d)      ?
They send a technician to deal with the problem on-site.

(e)      ?
He’s looking for more staff.

(f)      ?
His department is expanding rapidly.

8. Check the correct form.

(ac) Would you mind if  FORMCHECKBOX 
 I use /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 would use /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 used your telephone?

(ad) We sold too early. The prices went up another 10% after we sold.
If we  FORMCHECKBOX 
 had waited /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 waited /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 wait, we  FORMCHECKBOX 
 will get /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 would have got /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 would get a better price.

(ae) I am reading a new John Grisham book. I have read all his other books. When I  FORMCHECKBOX 
 had read /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 have read /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 will have read this book, I  FORMCHECKBOX 
 had read /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 have read /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 will have read all his books.

9. Complete the following sentences.

(af)      





Two weeks later:

You told me this report      , but I finished it last week and you haven’t even read it yet!

(ag) The Apex Graphics Company prints our brochures.

Our brochures       by The Apex Graphics Company.

(ah) They are printing our new brochure right now.

Our new brochure       right now.

10. In each gap, write a word or phrase that matches the definition. Try to use the most commonly used expression. In some cases part of the expression is given.

(ai) The secretary distributed the agenda and the       of the last meeting. 
written record of a meeting

(aj) The relationship between       has an effect on prices. 
the amount of commodities on the market and the amount of people wanting to buy them


(ak) Honda had a 20%       in Rover.
shareholding


(al) We made money out of that investment. 
It was risky, but it       off in the end.
produced a good financial return


(am) After strong criticisms of mismanagement from the shareholders, the CEO     . 
gave up his position and left the company


(an) The price will be around €2000
      take €150.
approximately plus or minus ...


(ao) We could save some money by improving efficiency, but it would be        in the ocean compared with the millions we are losing each year.
comparatively a very small amount



You are visiting a seaside town in Britain. Here are the names of different places to stay. From the names, what do you think the places are like? Which one would you prefer to stay at?
     
Write a letter of confirmation

You have booked three nights at one of the above hotels/guest houses. On the next page write a fax or letter to confirm your booking. Choose your own dates, time of arrival, type of room etc.
     
This report is urgent. Can you finish it by Friday?





Sure, I’ll start on it right away.





Part B
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